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1. Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Limited (MDL) recently signed an MoU with which state government to
explore the development of a greenfield shipyard on India’s eastern coast?

(A) Andhra Pradesh

(B) Odisha

(C) Tamil Nadu

(D) Kerala

(E) West Bengal

Ans (C)

Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Limited (MDL) signed an MoU with the Government of Tamil Nadu to develop a
greenfield shipyard.

The MoU was signed on September 19, 2025.

Shri Biju George, Director (Shipbuilding), represented MDL at the signing.

Dr. Darez Ahamed, IAS, MD & CEO of Guidance Tamil Nadu, signed on behalf of the state government.

The MoU was signed under the Maritime Amrit Kaal Vision 2047.

The signing ceremony was organized by the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways (MoPSW).

The event took place in Bhavnagar, Gujarat.

The event was attended by Union Minister Sarbananda Sonowal, who heads MoPSW.

The shipyard will be developed on India’s eastern coast (Tamil Nadu).

The project aims to strengthen shipbuilding capacity, naval preparedness, and commercial maritime growth.
Establishing the shipyard on the eastern coast will complement existing infrastructure on the western coast.
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2. Which vessel, the second Anti-Submarine Warfare Shallow Water Craft (ASW-SW(C) of the Indian Navy,
will be commissioned on 6 October 2025 at the Naval Dockyard, Visakhapatnam?

(A) INS Ajay

(B) INS Agray

(C) INS Abhay

(D) INS Androth

(E) INS Amba

Ans (D)

INS Androth will be commissioned on 06 October 2025 at the Naval Dockyard, Visakhapatnam.

It is the second vessel in the planned fleet of 16 Anti-Submarine Warfare Shallow Water Crafts (ASW-SW(C).
The commissioning ceremony will be presided over by Vice Admiral Rajesh Pendharkar, FOC-in-C, Eastern
Naval Command.

INS Androth has been built by Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers (GRSE) Ltd., Kolkata.

The vessel comprises over 80% indigenous components, highlighting the Aatmanirbhar Bharat initiative.
The ship was handed over to the Indian Navy on 13 September 2025, before its commissioning.

The name ‘Androth’ is inspired by Androth Island in Lakshadweep.

The ship revives the legacy of its predecessor INS Androth (P69), which served the Navy for 27 years.
Advanced capabilities include:

Weapon and sensor suites for submarine detection.

Waterjet propulsion system for high-speed maneuverability in shallow waters.

Modern communication systems for networked operations.

Operational roles of INS Androth include:

Anti-submarine warfare (ASW)

Maritime surveillance and patrol

Search and Rescue (SAR) operations

Coastal defence and fleet support
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3. Who won the Ballon d’'Or 2025 (Men'’s category)?

(A) Rima Edbouche

(B) Lamine Yamal

(C) Lionel Messi

(D) Ousmane Dembélé

(E) Kylian Mbappé

Ans (D)

Ousmane Dembele won the Ballon d’Or 2025 after leading PSG to their first UEFA Champions League title.
Dembele scored 35 goals in the 2024-25 season under coach Luis Enrique.

PSG achieved a domestic double and a 5-0 UCL final win over Inter Milan in Munich.

Dembele succeeded Rodri (2024 winner) and edged out Lamine Yamal.

This marks Dembele’s first Ballon d’Or, ending the dominance of Messi, Ronaldo, and Rodri.

Aitana Bonmati (Spain) won the Women’s Ballon d’Or 2025, her third consecutive win (2023-2025).
Bonmati starred in Euro 2025, where Spain lost the final to England.

Lamine Yamal (Barcelona, 18 years old) won the Kopa Trophy (best young male player) for the second straight
year.

Gianluigi Donnarumma (PSG) won the Yashin Trophy (best goalkeeper) before moving to Manchester City.
Hannah Hampton (England) won the award for best women’s goalkeeper.

Sarina Wiegman (England) won the award for best women'’s coach.

The Ballon d’Or 2025 ceremony highlighted PSG’s rise as a European powerhouse.

Dembele is also a 2018 FIFA World Cup winner with France.
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4.1In 2025, which country successfully tested “Iron Beam”?

(A) United States

(B) Russia

(C) Israel

(D) China

(E) South Korea

Ans (C)

Israel successfully tested the Iron Beam, a high-power laser missile defense system.
Iron Beam is developed by Elbit Systems and Rafael Advanced Defense Systems.
The system is designed to destroy incoming short-range missiles and drones.

It will complement Israel’s existing missile defense systems: Iron Dome, David’s Sling, and Arrow.



The system is expected to be operationally ready by the end of 2025.

Laser interceptions are low-cost compared to conventional interceptors costing $50,000 each.

Amir Baram, Director General of Israel’s Ministry of Defense, stated it is the first high-power laser interception
system in the world to reach full operational maturity.

Iron Dome is a short-range surface-to-air air defense system deployed in 2011.

Iron Dome uses radar and Tamir interceptor missiles to neutralize incoming threats.

Iron Dome counters rockets, artillery, mortars, aircraft, helicopters, and drones (C-RAM).

The system has achieved over 2,000 successful interceptions with a success rate of more than 90%.

Iron Beam focuses primarily on short-range threats and will strengthen Israel’s multi-layered missile defense
capability.
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5. Which country topped the Global Digital Nomad Report 2025?

(A) Netherlands

(B) Spain

(C) Canada

(D) Portugal

(E) France

Ans (B)

Digital nomadism is a lifestyle where professionals work remotely while traveling across cities or countries.
Digital nomads seek good internet, affordable living, comfort, and supportive communities.
The Global Digital Nomad Report 2025 ranks 64 countries for their suitability for remote work.
The report evaluates six pillars: Procedure, Citizenship & Mobility, Tax Benefits, Economic Stability, Quality of
Life, Technology & Innovation.

The top 10 countries for digital nomads in 2025 are:

Spain - 99.67

Netherlands - 92.84

Uruguay - 91.23

Canada - 90.42

Czechia - 90.17

Portugal - 90.12

France - 90.11

UAE - 90.04

Germany - 89.65



Malta - 89.45

India ranks 38th in the Global Digital Nomad Report 2025 with a score of 84.85.

India topped the Economic Index (1st), reflecting strong financial advantages.

India ranked 5th in Citizenship & Mobility, recognized for travel access.

India placed 23rd in Procedure Index, showing fairly good visa and entry processes.

India ranked 39th in Quality of Life, indicating average living standards and safety.

India ranked 45th in Tech & Innovation, showing challenges in infrastructure.

India ranked 52nd in Tax Benefits, reflecting weak performance due to complex tax rules.

To support remote work, India launched a one-year e-Tourist and Business Visa in 2024, fully online for easier
access.
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6.In 2025, which former India captain returned as the president of Cricket Association of Bengal (CAB)
after a six-year gap?

(A) Sourav Ganguly

(B) Kapil Dev

(C) Anil Kumble

(D) Rahul Dravid

(E) Virender Sehwag

Ans (A)



Sourav Ganguly returned as president of Cricket Association of Bengal (CAB) in 2025 after six years.

He was elected unopposed at CAB’s 94th annual general meeting in Kolkata.

Ganguly previously served as CAB president from 2015 to 2019.

He replaced his elder brother Snehasish Ganguly, who completed a six-year tenure cap.

Ganguly served as BCCI president from 2019 to 2022.

Boosting Eden Gardens’ capacity to one lakh spectators is one of his top priorities.

Ensuring high-profile fixtures during the 2026 T20 World Cup at Eden Gardens is a priority.

Ganguly will oversee the return of Test cricket at Eden Gardens when India hosts South Africa on November 14,
2025.

The Dumurjala Academy will be launched on 9 acres, with state-of-the-art facilities and floodlights.

CAB’s development funds for state units and district associations were increased from Rs 5 crore to Rs 8 crore.
The new CAB panel under Ganguly includes Bablu Kolay (Secretary), Madan Mohan Ghosh (Joint-Secretary),
Sanjay Das (Treasurer), and Anu Dutta (Vice-President), all elected unopposed.

Ganguly aims to strengthen Bengal’s first-class cricket structure during his tenure.

The last Test at Eden Gardens was a day-night pink-ball match against Bangladesh in 2019, initiated by Ganguly.
Eden Gardens’ original capacity was over 1 lakh, reduced to 68,000 before the 2011 World Cup for spectator
comfort.
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7. Antyodaya Diwas 2025 was observed to commemorate which birth anniversary of Pandit Deendayal
Upadhyaya?

(A) 100t

(B) 105t

(C) 109t

(D) 110th

(E) 115t

Ans (C)

Antyodaya Diwas 2025 was observed on 25 September 2025.



It marks the 109th birth anniversary of Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya (1916-1968).

Antyodaya Diwas was instituted in 2014 by the Government of India.

Antyodaya means the rise of the last person, emphasizing upliftment of the poorest and most marginalized.
Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya was a visionary political thinker, RSS pracharak, and co-founder of Bharatiya Jana
Sangh.

He advocated Integral Humanism, focusing on holistic development of body, mind, intellect, and soul.

True governance, according to him, should prioritize the poor, ensuring dignity and self-reliance.
Antyodaya Diwas promotes inclusive development and welfare schemes for the underprivileged.

It emphasizes compassion, social responsibility, fairness, and people-centric development.
Antyodaya-linked schemes include:

Antyodaya Anna Yojana (2000) - provides subsidized wheat and rice for BPL families.

Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana (DAY) - focuses on rural and urban livelihoods and self-reliance.
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8. Dr. S. L. Bhyrappa, the celebrated Kannada novelist who passed away on 24 September 2025,
authored which of the following novels?

(A) Vamshavruksha

(B) Kamleshwar

(C) Ret Samadhi

(D) Raag Darbari

(E) Yatra

Ans (A)

Dr. S. L. Bhyrappa, eminent Kannada novelist, passed away on 24 September 2025 in Bengaluru.

He was 94 years old at the time of his death.

His literary career spanned over six decades and significantly influenced Indian literature.

Authored over 25 novels, many central to Kannada literature and translated into multiple languages.

Most notable works include: Vamshavruksha, Parva, Daatu, Grihabhanga, Aavarana, Nayi Neralu, Sartha.
His novels are known for philosophical depth, historical grounding, and provocative themes.

Many of his works were adapted into critically acclaimed films.

Padma Bhushan awarded in 2023 for literary excellence.

Saraswati Samman awarded in 2010 for his novel Mandra.

Sahitya Akademi Fellowship conferred in 2015, the highest honour by India’s National Academy of Letters.
Received numerous state and national literary awards and honorary doctorates.

His writings often engaged with Indian history, identity, epics, tradition, and modernity.
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9. India signed a Mutual Recognition Arrangement (MRA) for organic products with which country in 24
September 2025?

(A) New Zealand

(B) Australia

(C) Canada

(D) United Kingdom

(E) United States

Ans (B)

India and Australia signed a Mutual Recognition Arrangement (MRA) for organic products under the India-
Australia ECTA.

The MRA was formalized on 24 September 2025 at Vanijya Bhavan, New Delhi.

The agreement allows mutual acceptance of organic certification standards between India and Australia.

The MRA covers unprocessed plant products (excluding greenhouse crops and aquatic plants).

It also includes processed plant-based foods with third-country certified ingredients processed in India or
Australia.

Wine is included under the MRA.

APEDA, Ministry of Commerce and Industry, India, implements the arrangement on India’s side.

DAFF, Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry, Australia, implements it on Australia’s side.

The MRA simplifies certification processes and eliminates redundant inspections.

India aims to become the “Organic Food Basket of the World” with APEDA promoting certified organic farming
and exports.
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10. What is the theme of World Pharmacists Day 2025?

(A) Think Health, Think Pharmacist

(B) Pharmacists: Meeting Global Health Needs

(C) Safe and Effective Medicines for All

(D) Pharmacy: Strengthening Health Systems

(E) Pharmacy United in Action for a Healthier World

Ans (A)

World Pharmacists Day 2025 was observed on 25 September 2025.

The day recognizes pharmacists’ contributions to public health and medical safety.

The theme for 2025 is “Think Health, Think Pharmacist”.

[t emphasizes pharmacists as essential healthcare providers, not just medicine dispensers.
World Pharmacists Day highlights safe medication use and advancements in pharmacy education.
It provides a platform for global knowledge-sharing among pharmacy professionals.
International Pharmaceutical Federation (FIP) established World Pharmacists Day in 2009.

FIP was founded on 25 September 1912, and its headquarters are in the Netherlands.

FIP has 144 national organizations as members, representing millions of pharmacists globally.
Pharmacists ensure healthcare is accessible, safe, efficient, and proactive.

They play a key role in pharmacovigilance, antibiotic stewardship, and pandemic preparedness.
In India, reforms include e-pharmacy regulation, telemedicine growth, and inclusion of pharmacists in
Ayushman Bharat digital health stack.

Pharmacists in India contributed significantly during COVID-19 vaccination drives.

India recognizes pharmacists as frontline health workers.

World Pharmacists Day underscores the global importance of pharmacy in healthcare delivery.
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