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1-Meaning, Scope and development of Anthropology. 

Section 1: Anthropology – The Science of Humankind 

“Anthropology is the mirror in which mankind sees itself.” – Clyde Kluckhohn 

 

A. What is Anthropology? 

Anthropology is the systematic and holistic study of human beings in all dimensions—biological, 

cultural, linguistic, and archaeological—across time (past to present) and space (across societies). 

It is often referred to as the most scientific of the humanities and the most humanistic of the 

sciences, due to its balanced concern with both physical and cultural aspects of humanity. 

Unlike other disciplines that isolate one aspect of society or humanity, Anthropology strives to study 

human life in its totality — not in fragments.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Origin: 

• The term Anthropology originates from Greek:  
o Anthropos = human 

o Logos = study or discourse 

Meaning: The Study of Humans  
 

B. Distinctive Features of Anthropology 

Anthropology is different from other social sciences due to its unique 

characteristics, which include:  

 

1. Holistic Approach 

o Anthropology studies human beings as a whole, 

integrating both biological and socio-cultural 

dimensions. 

o For example, a tribal healing ritual may be studied not 

just as a religious act but also for its psychological, 

social, and physiological effects. 

2. Comparative Method 

o It relies on cross-cultural comparisons to 

understand human similarities and variations. 

o For instance, kinship systems in Indian tribes can be compared with those in African or 

Amazonian tribes. 
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3. Interdisciplinary Nature 

o Anthropology draws from biology, sociology, history, linguistics, psychology, and 

even archaeology to create a comprehensive understanding. 

o Example: Studying disease patterns in a tribal community may require biological, 

environmental, and cultural analysis together. 

4. Fieldwork-Based Research 

o Anthropology heavily emphasizes first-hand observation through participant 

observation, a method popularized by Bronislaw Malinowski. 

o This method helps understand the emic (insider's) perspective of a community. 

5. Diachronic and Synchronic Focus  

o Diachronic (historical): Examines human beings through time, such as studying the 

evolution of Homo sapiens or cultural changes over centuries. 

o Synchronic (contemporary): Focuses on studying people as they exist in the present, 

such as modern tribal societies or urban subcultures. 

6. Scientific and Humanistic 

o While rooted in scientific methods (like fossil analysis, genetic studies, carbon dating), it 

also adopts humanistic interpretations of culture, meaning, and symbolism. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C. Anthropology as a Bridge Discipline 

Anthropology serves as a bridge between natural sciences and social sciences. 

• It is scientific, due to its methods of hypothesis testing, field observations, carbon dating, and 

data classification. 

• It is also humanistic, because it values human narratives, emotions, meanings, and cultural 

expressions. 

Example: 

A study on the impact of climate change on Arctic tribes will include: 

• Temperature and environmental data (science), 

• Local belief systems and adaptive practices (culture), 

• Language loss or migration patterns (linguistic and socio-cultural), 

• Historical occupation of the region (archaeology). 

D. Relevance in Contemporary Society 
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Anthropology has become increasingly relevant in addressing complex modern challenges, such as: 

• Tribal development and displacement, 

• Public health interventions in diverse communities, 

• Education policies tailored to indigenous cultures, 

• Cultural conflict resolution, and 

• Preservation of linguistic and cultural diversity. 

In India, anthropologists play vital roles in the Ministry of Tribal Affairs, Tribal Research Institutes 

(TRIs), and in development projects involving PESA (Panchayats Extension to Scheduled Areas) or 

FRA (Forest Rights Act) implementation. 

 

E. Conclusion of Section 

Anthropology is not merely the study of “primitive” societies; rather, it is the study of human diversity, 

unity, and complexity in every corner of the world, including urban spaces, refugee camps, digital 

communities, and tribal belts. Its holistic, comparative, and empathetic perspective makes it a powerful 

tool to understand humanity and promote inclusive development. 

 

Section 2: Meaning of Anthropology – A Totalistic Discipline 

“Anthropology is the science of man in his totality—studied in time and space.” – Clyde Kluckhohn 

 

A. Defining Anthropology as a Discipline 

Anthropology is the scientific and humanistic study of human beings in their biological, cultural, 

linguistic, social, archaeological, and historical contexts, both in the past and present. What 

distinguishes anthropology from other disciplines is its totalistic approach—it views humans as 

integrated wholes rather than dissecting them into separate academic compartments. 

 
It is this all-encompassing approach that allows anthropologists to trace how humans evolved, how 

cultures emerged and interacted, and how societies function in different ecological and political 

contexts. 

B. Key Dimensions of 'Totality' in Anthropology 

To understand the full meaning of anthropology, one must explore its multiple interwoven dimensions, 

each of which contributes to the whole picture of humanity: 
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1. Biological Dimension (Physical Anthropology) 

o Focuses on human beings as biological 

organisms, studying evolution, genetics, heredity, 

physiology, and adaptation. 

o Example: Research on the impact of sickle cell 

anemia among tribal populations like the Gonds 

and Bhils in Central India.  

2. Cultural and Social Dimension 

o Examines the way of life of human communities, 

including beliefs, values, customs, institutions, 

economy, religion, and social organization. 

o Example: Study of matrilineal kinship systems among Khasi tribes, which challenge 

patriarchal norms. 

3. Linguistic Dimension 

o Explores language not only as a means of communication but as a symbolic system 

reflecting thought and culture. 

o Studies dialects, endangered languages, and the evolution of language families. 

o Example: Documentation of extinct tribal languages in the Andaman and Nicobar 

Islands by the Anthropological Survey of India. 

4. Temporal (Historical) Dimension 

o Considers humans in both diachronic 

(through time) and synchronic (at a 

specific time) contexts. 

o Example: Archaeological analysis of Mohenjo-

Daro helps understand early urban culture; 

while ethnographic studies help understand 

contemporary tribal governance under PESA 

Act. 

 

5. Ecological Dimension 

o Focuses on the relationship between 

humans and their environment. 

o Example: Study of the Baigas and their forest-

based subsistence economy in Madhya Pradesh 

reflects cultural ecology.  

6. Legal and Administrative Dimension 

o Anthropology also engages with legal and 

governance systems affecting indigenous and 

tribal peoples. 

o Example: Analysis of the impact of Forest Rights 

Act, 2006 on Scheduled Tribes and their 

traditional access to forest resources. 

 

C. Comparative and Contextual Framework 

Anthropology rests on two guiding principles: 

1. Comparative Method 

o Helps identify universal patterns and cultural variations by studying different societies. 

o Example: Comparing bride wealth in African tribes and dowry practices in India offers 

insights into economic roles in kinship. 

2. Cultural Relativism 

o Avoids ethnocentrism by understanding a society within its own cultural logic. 

Figure 1GOND TRIBE 
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o Encourages non-judgmental appreciation of diverse customs—essential in policy-

making and tribal administration. 

 

D. From Tribal to Global – Expanding the Meaning 

The scope of anthropology has shifted from studying so-called “primitive” or “exotic” communities to 

exploring complex modern societies. 

Modern anthropologists now study: 

• Urban subcultures (e.g., slum communities in Mumbai), 

• Digital societies (e.g., online identity and virtual communities), 

• Diasporic and refugee cultures (e.g., Rohingya camps in Bangladesh and India), 

• Political and legal anthropology (e.g., tribal governance under 5th and 6th Schedule), 

• Medical anthropology (e.g., vaccine hesitancy in tribal regions during COVID-19). 

This expansion shows that anthropology is no longer confined to the past or to “others”—it is a tool to 

understand the diverse realities of today’s interconnected world. 

 

E. Contemporary Relevance of the Totalistic Approach  

Anthropology’s totality-based approach is crucial in 

applied and developmental contexts: 

• In Public Health: Understanding how cultural 

beliefs affect health behavior (e.g., tribal resistance 

to vaccination in Jharkhand). 

• In Education: Designing culturally sensitive 

curricula for tribal schools (e.g., Odisha’s 

multilingual education model). 

• In Development Planning: Assessing displacement 

impacts due to mining, dams, or industrial 

corridors. 

• In Biodiversity and Climate Change: Studying 

traditional ecological knowledge for sustainable 

living. 

The totalistic view helps create inclusive policies, 

participatory development, and culturally respectful governance. 

 

F. Conclusion of Section 

The meaning of anthropology cannot be captured by any one dimension. It lies in its commitment to 

studying human beings in their full complexity—as physical organisms, cultural creators, language 

users, historical actors, and ecological participants. This holistic perspective is what enables anthropology 

to bridge the gap between policy and people, between global theories and local realities, making it 

indispensable for understanding the human condition in the twenty-first century. 

 

Section 3: Scope of Anthropology – Broad but Unified 

“Nothing human is alien to anthropology.” – Terence  

 

A. Introduction: Scope Reflects Breadth and Depth 

The scope of anthropology refers to the full extent of themes, issues, and questions that the 

discipline engages with. It reflects not only its intellectual breadth—covering biology, society, language, 

culture, archaeology—but also its real-world applications. 

Anthropology is often referred to as a ‘four-field discipline’ in global academia (especially the USA), but 

in India and many parts of the world, a fifth field—applied anthropology—is also emphasized due to 

developmental needs. 

Together, these five fields define the scope of anthropology. 
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B. Major Branches of Anthropology 

1. Physical or Biological Anthropology 

This branch explores the biological and evolutionary aspects of humans, tracing the origin and 

development of Homo sapiens through the fossil record, genetics, and variation. 

Key areas: 

• Human evolution and fossil studies (e.g., Australopithecus, Homo erectus) 

• Genetic variation among human groups (e.g., blood groups, dermatoglyphics) 

• Adaptation to environmental extremes (e.g., hypoxia resistance in Ladakhi and Tibetan 

populations) 

• Forensic anthropology (used in crime scene identification) 

Example: Anthropological Survey of India studies physical features of tribal groups like Toda and Jarawa 

to understand population diversity. 

 
 

2. Socio-Cultural Anthropology 

This branch studies the cultural and social life of human groups—from kinship systems to religious 

practices, economic activities to political systems. 

Key areas: 

• Kinship and marriage rules (e.g., cross-cousin marriage among South Indian tribes) 

• Tribal customary laws and dispute resolution 

• Belief systems and rituals (e.g., sacred groves, spirit worship) 

• Social stratification, caste, and gender 

roles 

Example: The Toda tribe’s dairy-based 

economy and ritual cycle have been studied 

extensively to understand culture-environment 

interaction. 

This branch is foundational for: 

• Tribal welfare planning 

• Implementation of FRA (Forest Rights 

Act) and PESA (Panchayats Extension 

to Scheduled Areas) 
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3. Archaeological Anthropology 

This branch explores human history through material remains—tools, pottery, structures, and 

artifacts—and reconstructs past lifestyles and cultures. 

Key areas: 

• Prehistoric cultures (e.g., Paleolithic, Neolithic) 

• Technology and craft evolution 

• Burial practices and ritual symbolism 

• Urbanization and ancient economies 

Example: Archaeological excavation at Bhimbetka rock shelters (Madhya Pradesh) reveals evidence of 

Stone Age art and habitation.  

It helps us: 

• Understand civilizational roots, 

• Appreciate technological transitions, and 

• Preserve heritage sites. 

 

4. Linguistic Anthropology 

This branch studies language as a social and cultural phenomenon. It explores how language shapes 

thought, society, identity, and power. 

Key areas: 

• Evolution of language families (e.g., Dravidian, 

Austroasiatic, Indo-Aryan) 

• Sociolinguistics (language and social hierarchy) 

• Oral traditions and myths 

• Language endangerment and preservation 

Example: The Munda language family in Jharkhand is studied for 

its links to Southeast Asian languages.  

Relevance: 

• Supports multilingual education policies 

• Preserves tribal linguistic heritage 

• Informs language-based inclusion in governance 

 

5. Applied Anthropology 

This branch applies anthropological knowledge to real-world 

problems in health, education, governance, disaster relief, and more. 

Key areas: 

• Health interventions in tribal areas (e.g., dealing with superstition in maternal care) 

• Displacement and rehabilitation (e.g., mining-induced displacement in Chhattisgarh) 

• Participatory development and needs assessment 

• Conflict resolution and peace-building 

Example: Anthropologists were involved in designing culturally sensitive COVID-19 awareness 

programs among tribal communities in Odisha and Jharkhand. 

In India, applied anthropology is crucial for: 

• Planning under Ministry of Tribal Affairs 

• Implementing Tribal Sub-Plan (TSP) 

• Advising Tribal Research Institutes (TRIs) 

 

C. Expanding Scope in Modern Contexts 

Anthropology today covers non-traditional fields such as: 

• Urban Anthropology: Migration, slum cultures, caste in urban spaces 
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• Digital Anthropology: Virtual identity, internet communities 

• Medical Anthropology: Local healing systems, vaccine behavior 

• Environmental Anthropology: Climate change, forest-based economies 

• Legal Anthropology: Tribal rights, customary laws, legal pluralism 

• Development Anthropology: Policy evaluation and participatory models 

Example: Anthropological studies are shaping policies in areas like: 

• Gender-based violence in tribal belts (Bastar, Nilgiris), 

• Digital exclusion in rural India (lack of Aadhaar-linked access to welfare), 

• Ecological adaptation among Himalayan pastoralists. 

 

D. Conclusion of Section 

The scope of anthropology is both wide-ranging and deeply integrative. It not only studies what it 

means to be human but also applies this knowledge to real-life challenges—from tribal displacement 

and cultural erosion to public health and climate resilience. 

By encompassing both scientific rigour and cultural sensitivity, anthropology stands as a discipline of 

practice and policy, not just of theory. It remains indispensable in a world that seeks inclusive 

development, intercultural understanding, and sustainable futures. 

 

Section 4: Development of Anthropology – From Travelogues to Science 

“Anthropology has developed from curiosity to criticism, from classification to compassion.” –

Marvin Harris 

 

A. Introduction: From Curiosity to Discipline 

The development of anthropology has been closely tied to changing global ideas, colonial encounters, 

scientific discoveries, and philosophical debates. What began as curiosity about the ‘exotic other’ 

evolved into a scientific discipline that studies all humans, everywhere, in all their complexity. 

Anthropology matured in phases—from early travelogues to theoretical evolutionism, to field-based 

ethnography, and eventually into applied and critical anthropology. It also reflects the intellectual 

tensions between Western academic traditions and indigenous knowledge systems. 

 

B. Stage 1: Proto-Anthropology – Early Observations and Colonial Curiosity 

Time Period: 16th to 18th Century 

• Before anthropology emerged as a formal discipline, travelers, missionaries, administrators, 

and traders documented the cultures, beliefs, and customs of peoples they encountered. 

• These early texts were descriptive and often ethnocentric, but they 

formed the raw ethnographic material used later by scholars. 

Key Examples: 

• Herodotus (5th century BCE): Considered one of the earliest proto-

anthropologists for his work Histories, where he described customs 

of different peoples.  

• Bernardino de Sahagún: A Spanish missionary who documented 

Aztec culture, language, and religion in the 16th century. 

• Jesuit reports from Nagaland and Chotanagpur in British India 

provided early records of indigenous beliefs and social life. 

Limitation: 

• These accounts were often biased, hierarchical, and Eurocentric, 

viewing non-Western societies as ‘primitive’ or ‘uncivilized’. 

 

C. Stage 2: Classical Evolutionism – Anthropology as a Science of Progress 

Time Period: Mid 19th Century 
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With the emergence of Darwin’s theory of evolution (1859) and the growth 

of European imperialism, anthropology developed as a comparative science 

that attempted to classify societies according to their evolutionary stage. 

Key Thinkers: 

• Edward B. Tylor: Defined culture as “that complex whole…” and 

proposed a unilinear evolution of culture.  

• Lewis Henry Morgan: Suggested the famous three-stage model of 

social evolution: 

1. Savagery, 

2. Barbarism, 

3. Civilization. 

His work Ancient Society became foundational. 

Features: 

• Viewed all societies as progressing toward Western civilization. 

• Introduced comparative method to study religion, kinship, and law. 

Criticism: 

• It was highly speculative, lacked empirical fieldwork, and imposed Western notions of 

progress on other societies. 

 

D. Stage 3: Fieldwork Revolution – Empirical and Scientific Turn 

Time Period: Early 20th Century 

This was the turning point where anthropology shifted from armchair 

theorizing to rigorous fieldwork-based study, marking its 

transformation into a scientific discipline. 

Key Contributors: 

• Bronislaw Malinowski:  

o Introduced participant observation method during his 

study of the Trobriand Islanders. 

o Advocated the functional approach, where culture is 

seen as serving human needs. 

• A. R. Radcliffe-Brown: 

o Developed structural-functionalism, focusing on how 

social institutions maintain societal stability. 

• Franz Boas (USA): 

o Father of American Anthropology. 

o Proposed historical particularism, rejecting evolutionary assumptions. 

o Emphasized cultural relativism and language studies. 

Features of this Phase: 

• Use of long-term immersive fieldwork. 

• Development of ethnography as the core method. 

• Focus on context-specific understanding rather than grand 

theories. 

 

E. Stage 4: Post-War Expansion and Theoretical Diversification 

Time Period: 1945 to 1980s 

After World War II, anthropology underwent geographical and 

conceptual expansion. It began studying not just tribal groups but also 

complex societies, urban settings, and political systems. 

Major Schools and Thinkers: 

• Structuralism – Claude Lévi-Strauss:  

o Culture is structured like language. 
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o Myths, kinship, and customs follow deep unconscious structures. 

• Symbolic and Interpretive Anthropology – Clifford Geertz: 

o Culture is a “web of meanings” that humans themselves have spun. 

o Emphasis on understanding culture from the native’s point of view. 

• Neo-evolutionism – Leslie White, Julian Steward: 

o Revisited evolution with empirical and ecological focus. 

Impact: 

• Emphasis on meaning, symbolism, and human subjectivity. 

• Greater recognition of local voices and emic (insider) perspectives. 

 

F. Stage 5: Contemporary Anthropology – Reflexivity, Critique, and Application 

Time Period: 1980s to Present 

Anthropology became more critical, reflexive, applied, and diversified. It questioned: 

• Power dynamics between researcher and subject, 

• Colonial legacy in anthropological knowledge, 

• Ethics of representation. 

Key Trends: 

1. Postmodern Anthropology: 

o Emphasizes subjectivity, narrative, and researcher’s own influence. 

o Scholars: James Clifford, George Marcus. 

2. Feminist Anthropology: 

o Highlights gendered experiences and patriarchal bias in earlier studies. 

o Example: Women’s roles in rituals and subsistence economies in Indian tribes. 

3. Applied and Action Anthropology: 

o Directly engages in problem-solving in health, governance, education. 

o Example: Use of anthropology in designing public health messages for tribal areas 

during COVID-19. 

4. Digital and Urban Anthropology: 

o Examines online communities, cyber-cultures, gig 

economy, and AI ethics. 

o Urban slum ethnographies and migrant networks are 

current focus areas. 

 

G. Indian Context: Development of Anthropology in India 

1. Early Influence: 

o Anthropology developed in India during the colonial 

period with officials like Herbert Risley using racial 

classification models.  

o The 1901 Census incorporated anthropometric data 

to classify Indian castes and tribes. 

2. Post-Independence Shift: 

o Indian anthropology moved away from racial typology 

toward tribal welfare and development focus. 

o Contributions by: 

▪ Vidyarthi, N.K. Bose, D.N. Majumdar, S.C. Dube – all emphasized applied and 

development anthropology. 

3. Institutional Support: 

o Establishment of Anthropological Survey of India (ASI) in 1945. 

o Integration with Ministry of Tribal Affairs, TRIs, and state tribal commissions. 

 

H. Conclusion of Section 
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The development of anthropology is a reflection of humanity’s changing understanding of itself—from 

Eurocentric hierarchies to cultural relativism, from evolutionary linearity to plural narratives. Today, 

anthropology continues to evolve by responding to new challenges—digital realities, climate change, 

displacement, health crises, and identity politics. 

As both a method of understanding and a tool of intervention, anthropology’s journey from 

travelogues to field stations, and from colonial museums to development ministries, makes it one of 

the most dynamic social sciences of the modern world. 

 

Section 5: Why Anthropology Matters Today? 

“In a world growing more interconnected and conflicted, anthropology teaches us to see with the 

eyes of others.” –Margaret Mead 

 

A. Introduction: Anthropology in the Contemporary World 

In the twenty-first century, the relevance of anthropology has expanded beyond academic boundaries. Its 

unique holistic, field-based, and culturally sensitive approach makes it a critical discipline in public 

policy, governance, human rights, and sustainable development. 

Anthropology helps understand and address problems in tribal welfare, healthcare delivery, urban 

slum planning, digital alienation, refugee crisis, and even climate adaptation—by placing the human 

experience at the center of policy and science. 

 

B. Real-World Applications of Anthropology 

Anthropology contributes across multiple sectors: 

1. Tribal and Indigenous Rights 

o Supports implementation of PESA Act 

(1996) and Forest Rights Act (2006) 

by documenting traditional governance 

systems. 

o Example: Studies on Dongria 

Kondh's sacred hills influenced 

judicial and environmental 

decisions.  

2. Public Health and Medical Anthropology 

o Assesses cultural beliefs related to 

illness, vaccination, nutrition, childbirth, and healing. 

o Example: Addressing vaccine hesitancy in tribal Jharkhand through culturally-

informed health workers. 

3. Urban and Slum Anthropology 

o Investigates informal economies, caste dynamics, migration, housing, and digital 

exclusion in urban settings. 

o Example: Studies in Dharavi (Mumbai) have informed inclusive housing policies. 

4. Environmental and Climate Anthropology 

o Examines traditional ecological knowledge and community-based resilience strategies. 

o Example: Nomadic pastoralists in Ladakh and Rajasthan adapt livestock migration to 

climate patterns. 

5. Digital Anthropology 

o Studies identity, communication, behavior, and marginalization in virtual spaces. 

o Example: Analyzing the impact of smartphone penetration in rural tribal areas on 

youth culture. 

6. Disaster Management and Rehabilitation 

o Ensures culturally sensitive disaster response and post-disaster rehabilitation. 
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o Example: Post-Tsunami (2004), Andaman tribes’ adaptive practices were documented to 

improve relief protocols. 

7. Policy and Governance 

o Anthropologists serve in planning commissions, tribal ministries, and social audit teams. 

o Example: Anthropological Survey of India (ASI) inputs are used in Scheduled Area 

declarations and policy framing. 

 

C. National and International Institutional Relevance 

• In India: 

o Anthropology informs work under: 

▪ Ministry of Tribal Affairs 

▪ Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 

▪ National Commission for Scheduled Tribes 

▪ TRIs (Tribal Research Institutes) 

• Globally: 

o Used by: 

▪ UNESCO (for intangible cultural heritage) 

▪ WHO (for cultural competence in health delivery) 

▪ World Bank and UNDP (for participatory development models) 

 

D. Anthropological Values for a 

Fragmented World 

In the age of identity politics, social 

polarization, and global crises, 

anthropology fosters: 

• Empathy and cultural 

tolerance 

• Critical thinking and 

decolonization of 

knowledge 

• Participatory and bottom-

up governance 

• Respect for diversity, 

especially of marginalized 

voices 

It promotes cultural pluralism over 

assimilation, which is vital in 

multicultural societies like India. 

E. Conclusion of Section 

Anthropology matters today not 

merely as a social science but as a 

lens through which the state, 

institutions, and citizens can 

better understand the lived realities of people. It bridges the gap between policy and people, between 

data and experience, between development and dignity. 

Its holistic insights, field sensitivity, and humanistic core make it indispensable to creating a more 

inclusive, equitable, and humane society. 
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KEYWORDS 

Human Odyssey – Chronicles the journey of humanity from ancient origins to modern complexity, Cultural 

Mosaic – Highlights the rich diversity of traditions, beliefs, and practices across societies, Living 

Laboratory – Sees society as a dynamic space for observing human behavior in real time, DNA Detectives – 

Refers to anthropologists unraveling human ancestry through genetic evidence, Roots and Routes – Traces 

where humans came from and how they migrated across continents, Nature-Nurture Nexus – Explores 

how biology and environment jointly shape who we are, Stone Age Sleuths – Archaeologists deciphering 

prehistoric life from ancient tools and fossils, Vanishing Voices – Focuses on endangered languages and 

what they reveal about human thought, Social Blueprints – Examines the invisible rules and roles 

structuring human societies, Unity in Diversity – Recognizes both common threads and unique features 

among human groups, Culture Shock – Describes the surprise or confusion when encountering unfamiliar 

customs, Primate Parallels – Looks at similarities between humans and other primates to explain 

evolution, Sacred Spaces – Studies rituals and places imbued with spiritual meaning, Identity Matrix – 

Analyzes how ethnicity, race, class, and gender shape personal and group identity, Ethical Compass – 

Considers the values and moral codes guiding human action, Cross-Cultural Lens – Encourages 

understanding of practices without imposing outside judgments, Field Diary – Captures raw insights and 

observations from immersive anthropological research, Myth-Busters – Challenges stereotypes and 

misconceptions about different cultures, Survival Strategies – Investigates how humans adapt to 

environmental and social challenges, Vision for Tomorrow – Emphasizes anthropology’s role in shaping 

equitable, culturally sensitive futures. 

 

PYQ 

Q: "Anthropology is the systematic, objective and holistic study of humankind in all times and 

places." Elaborate the argument.(2022) 

 

1. Introduction: 

Begin with a definition or quote—Anthropology is the scientific, comparative, and holistic study of 

humans (E.B. Tylor). 

Highlight keywords: systematic (organized methods), objective (value-neutral), holistic (all aspects 

of humanity). 

2. Body Structure: 

• Systematic: Uses fieldwork, observation, comparative method (Malinowski, Boas). 

• Objective: Emphasizes cultural relativism, avoids ethnocentrism (Franz Boas). 

• Holistic: Integrates social, biological, linguistic, and archaeological perspectives. 

• Across Time & Space: Studies humans from prehistoric to modern times; across societies (e.g., 

Margaret Mead’s Samoa, Harappan archaeology). 

3. Keywords/Thinkers to Use: 

• Systematic, objective, holistic, comparative, cultural relativism, emic/etic 

• Thinkers: E.B. Tylor, Malinowski, Boas, Margaret Mead 

4. Conclusion: 

Reiterate anthropology’s holistic, scientific approach. 

Quote (Radcliffe-Brown): “Comparative study of societies is key to understanding mankind.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


